
Mathematics Assessment 
Multiple Choice Items 

The PSSA Mathematics Assessment is given in grades 3 through 8 and 11. 

• Look at the terms included here – you need to know these for the PSSA 

• Look at the sample questions included here and practice – your teacher has the answers 

• You will need to know the formulas for area and perimeter of a square and rectangle 

• You will need to know the relationship between radius and diameter 

• You will need to know how to compute means (averages) 

• You will need to know the difference between mean, median, and mode 

• Read the question several times and underline or highlight important information 

• Try to solve the question before looking at the answer choices so you’re not fooled by 

any choices 

• Use the test book and extra paper to do your work 

� work slowly and neatly so you don’t make any mistakes 

� check your mental math 

� write carefully and keep numbers in proper columns 

� copy carefully from the question 

� look carefully at units of measurement 

� draw a picture of the problem if it will help you 

� if you don’t get the right answer, don’t give up – try again, or try to solve the 

problem a different way 

� if all else fails, try each answer choice to see which one works to answer the 

question 

• You will be able to use a calculator for some of the questions but not for all of them 

• In the calculator section, use the calculator to check your answers 

• Read all the answers carefully 

• Watch out for trick answer choices - read the question carefully and choose the correct 

math operation 

• When you finish the section, go back and check your work 

 

pamkee
Elementary Level



Mathematics Assessment 
Open Ended (Performance) Items 

• Look at the sample question included here and practice using the rubric 

• Look at the Sample Response for Category 5 (highest score) included here 

• This is not multiple choice – you must provide the answer 

• There are only a few of these questions, but they make up an important part of your score 

– do not skip these questions 

• Do what you can, because you can get partial credit even if you make mistakes 

• Read the question carefully, highlight important parts, and take your time 

• Pay attention to how many solutions are required, and before you begin writing, divide 

your page so you will have enough space for all your work 

• Write neatly 

• Be sure to show all your work, even if you use a calculator 

• If you used a calculator, explain what you did on the calculator (for example, “I entered 3 

multiplied by 3 and I got 9.”) 

• Explain every step of your math and why you chose to perform that math – make sure 

that your explanation is easy for somebody else to read and understand 

• Try to use these words when you write your explanation:
� to get 
� to find 
� to figure out 
� to show 

� because 
� since 
� therefore

• Use fifth grade words in your explanation 

� instead of plus, write sum 

� instead of times, write multiplied by 

� instead of answer, write product 

� also use divisor, dividend, quotient 

• You may want to make two columns on the answer page, like this: 

                 WORK                                 EXPLANATION_______________ 

show the math calculations,  use words to describe 
the numbers, and the    each step of your work here 
solutions here 




























	elem math scans.pdf
	Page  16
	Page  17
	Page  18
	Page  19
	Page  20
	Page  21
	Page  22
	Page  23
	Page  24
	Page  25
	Page  26
	Page  27
	Page  28




