
Reading Assessment 
Multiple Choice Items 

 

The PSSA Reading Assessment is given in grades 3 through 8 and 11. 

 

• Look at the sample questions included here and practice – your teacher has the correct 

answers 

• Don’t give up before you begin – even if the story looks difficult 

• Read the questions before you read the story or passage 

• Think about the questions while you read 

• Use a highlighter or pencil to mark important parts of the story 

• You can write notes in the story to help you later 

• You will not be able to use a dictionary or thesaurus for the multiple choice questions 

• Use reading skills: 

� prediction – try to guess what the story will be about and what will happen next as 

you read 

� previous experience – what do you already know about this subject? 

� visualize – picture in your head what you are reading about 

� story maps 

� check yourself while you read – are you understanding? 

� figure out an unknown word 

¾ look for the words or  and and near the word, as they may give a synonym 

or clue to the meaning of the word 

¾ use your native language 

¾ look at the part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb) 

¾ think about the rest of the sentence and paragraph 
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Reading Assessment 
Multiple Choice Items (continued) 

 

• On a vocabulary question, the unknown word should be the same part of speech as the 

answer (if the unknown word is a verb, the answer should also be a verb) 

• Use the headings in the story to help you find answers 

• Watch out for these distracters – they could make you pick a wrong answer: 

� questions or answers with words like all, none, always, never – these are tricky  

� the answer choice sounds good but it is not really in the story 

� the answer choice is in the story but it does not really answer the question being 

asked – (be sure to choose the option that answers the question) 

� the answer choice is partially true but not completely true 



Reading Assessment 
Open Ended Items (Performance) 

 

• Look at the sample Released Performance Task included here and practice using the 

rubric 

• Look at the sample Scored Student Response included here as a model of a great 

response 

• Think about the topic and plan before you begin to write  

• Make an outline before you begin to write  

• Use a dictionary and a thesaurus 

• Use a dictionary with your native language 

• Use the rubric to review your answer, and make sure you included what you need for the 

highest score 

• Even if you can not complete the whole question, write what you can so you can receive 

some points  
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