
Writing Assessment 
 

The PSSA Writing Assessment is given in grades 5, 8 and 11. 

• Look at the Domain Scoring Guide included in your handouts 

• Look at the Sample Writing Prompt Sheets included here and practice 

• Read the directions carefully 

• Ask to have the directions translated if possible 

• In ninth grade you will write using two of these three styles of writing: 

� informational – share knowledge, instructions, or ideas – reporting, explaining, 

summarizing, cause and effect 

� narrative – series of events, reflect on experiences 

� persuasive – support a position, defend your opinion, or convince the reader 

• You must complete both prompts 

• Do your best and write what you can – you can get partial credit, but if you leave it blank 

you will receive no points 

• You may not use a dictionary or thesaurus 

• Get involved and interested in what you will write 

• Use prewriting skills 

� brainstorm 

� list 

� map 

� outline, organize 

• Use a topic sentence and organize the body of your essay 

• Restate your topic sentence and summarize it in your ending 

• Be sure to edit your writing when you are finished – look for content, organization, and 

proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation 

• You will be scored in five domains or areas: focus, content, organization, style, and 

conventions 

• You may use the Domain Scoring Guide – you may also ask to have this translated or 

explained in simpler language 
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